Iniciativa Causas Raiz

ROOT CAUSES INITIATIVE

June 12, 2023

President Joseph Biden

Vice President Kamala Harris
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President and Madam Vice President,

As indigenous, civic, and religious organizations and leaders from Guatemala, the U.S., and
across the region, we implore you to speak out and act more forcefully against the destruction of
democracy, the rule of law, and human rights in Guatemala. The Guatemalan people are
struggling against a brutal effort to roll back decades of hard-won democratic and social
progress. They need your support.

In plain terms, powerful and corrupt business interests, politicians, and current and ex-military
officials have captured the Guatemalan state to enrich themselves. This corrupt pact is behind the
persecution, imprisonment, and exile of dozens of prosecutors and judges who’ve dared to
pursue the rule of law. These same corrupt forces have shut down Guatemala’s most important
independent media, most recently the May 12 closure of elPeriodico, and arbitrarily manipulated
ballot access rules to undermine the upcoming national elections.

The consequences for ordinary Guatemalans are devastating. More and more people are being
displaced by illegal mining and agribusiness projects that operate with impunity. The lack of
democratic accountability leads to Guatemala having one of the lowest tax rates in Latin America
and a massive underinvestment in education, health, and development. More than half of all
Guatemalans live in poverty. These economic pressures are the root causes that force
Guatemalans to migrate. If nothing is done to change course, Guatemala is headed into a period
of greater political and social instability that will drive even more people to flee.

Continuing to engage with the Guatemalan government on migration and investment issues
without forcefully denouncing the destruction of democracy and the rule of law in Guatemala or
taking concrete action to hold those responsible accountable is short-sighted. As the Washington
Office on Latin America (WOLA) has said about U.S. sanctions against corrupt officials in
Guatemala, “no person from the circle of power close to President Alejandro Giammattei is
named, despite strong indications of corruption around him and his acquiescence in the
criminalization and persecution of independent justice operators.” Contrary to the commitments
made by President Biden in his February 2021 Executive Order, we believe that current U.S.
policy toward Guatemala is exacerbating rather than addressing the root causes of migration.



We urge you to take the following steps before Guatemala’s National Elections on June 25, 2023

I.

Speak out directly against the actions taken by the Guatemalan regime to undermine
democratic elections, close independent media, and persecute, imprison, and exile
anti-corruption prosecutors and judges. The U.S. must communicate unequivocally that
continued cooperation between the U.S. and Guatemala hinges on addressing the root
causes of migration, including restoring the rule of law and human rights. If the U.S. and
other foreign governments do not send a strong message now, the already flawed electoral
process will end in direct fraud, raising the risk that Guatemala will become another
dictatorship in Central America, with disastrous social conditions that would generate more
migration and exile.

Impose Magnitsky Act financial sanctions on oligarchs and high-level officials who
have colluded to manipulate elections and persecute independent journalists,
prosecutors, and judges. Only a fraction of Guatemalans placed on sanctions lists have
been subjected to financial penalties. Placing officials on visa sanction lists without
applying financial sanctions, bypassing corrupt business people, and exempting
governments that cooperate on short-term migration restrictions will not change the
calculus driving systematic corruption and abuses.

Immediately hold high-level meetings with leading indigenous authorities, civil society
organizations, and religious leaders before the June 25 elections. Guatemalans need to
hear clearly and directly that the U.S. supports their struggle for democracy.

Redirect U.S. foreign assistance away from U.S. for-profit companies and NGOs to
civil society organizations working to restore democracy and sustainable development
in Guatemala. Despite commitments made by USAID in its Centroamérica Local
initiative, almost all of the $49 million in foreign assistance funding to Guatemala in FY
2023 and FY2024 has continued to flow to a handful of insider U.S. and international
contractors and NGOs, with virtually no funding going to grassroots civil society
organizations in Guatemala, according to U.S. data on foreignassistance.gov.

At one of Guatemala’s darkest moments, taking these steps will communicate that the U.S.
stands with the Guatemalan people in their struggle for democracy.

Sincerely,

Cardenal Alvaro Ramazzini
Obispado de Huehuetenango, Guatemala

Faith in Action International
Fr. John Baumann, S.J., Founder
Guatemala, United States, Honduras, El Salvador

Hope Border Institute | Instituto Fronterizo Esperanza
Dylan Corbett Executive Director
United States, U.S.-Mexico borderlands



Sojourners
Rev. Adam Taylor, President
United States

Jesuit Conference Office of Justice & Ecology
Rev. Ted Penton, SJ Secretary of Justice and Ecology
United States

Franciscan Action Network
Sr. Marie Lucey, Associate Director
United States

Kino Border Initiative
Pedro De Velasco
United States, Mexico

Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice
Pablo Delesus Executive Director
United States

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas - Justice Team, Washington, DC
Jean Stokan, Justice Coordinator

FUNDACION Myrna Mack
Helen Mack, Presidenta
Guatemala

Asociacion B'elejeb' Tz'1'
Inés Pérez (lider indigena),
MEPU Guatemala

Fundacioén Tierra Nuestra
Ruth Adriana Ténchez Iscaya, Coordinacidon Ejecutiva
Guatemala

Instituto de Investigacion en Ciencias socio humanistas de la Universidad Rafael Landivar
Guatemala

Red Jesuita Con Migrantes
José Luis Gonzalez, Coordinador nacional
Guatemala

Equipo de Reflexion, Investigacion y Comunicacion ERIC-SJ
Padre Ismael Moreno, S.J.
Honduras

Abara
Sami DiPasquale, Executive Director
United States



Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids
Sister Mary Brigid Clingman, OP, Promoter of Justice
United States, Guatemala, Honduras

Office of Peace, Justice, and Ecological Integrity/Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Rev. Terrence Moran, Director
United States, E1 Salvador

Sisters of Providence of Indiana, USA
Barbara Battista SP, Congregation Justice Promoter, United States

Dominican Sisters of Sparkill
Sister Eileen Gannon, Justice Promoter
United States

Religious of the Assumption

Sr. Mary Ann Azanza, R.A., Superior

Guatemala, United States, Mexico, El Salvador, 30 other countries in Africa, Asia, America and
Europe

Faith in New Jersey
Charlene Walker, Executive Director
United States

Familia Vicentina Internacional
Irene Cruz, Guatemala, United States, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador

JPIC Familia Franciscana
Brenda Peralta, Laica Franciscana
Guatemala

Sisters of Charity of New York, Immigration Committee
William Hurley, Chairperson
Guatemala, New York

Odessa Herrera Antillon, Hermana, Guatemala

Religiosa de la Asuncion
Maria Isabel Galbe, Consejera Provincial
Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador

Sisters of Charity of New York
Sister Carol De Angelo, SC, Director of Office of Peace, Justice and Integrity of
CreationGuatemala, United States

Misioneros Claretianos
Henry Hernandez Hernandez, Encargado Solidaridad Y Mision
Honduras



Red Jesuita con Migrantes LAC
Javier Cortegoso Lobato, Coordinador General de la RIM
Guatemala, United States, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Latinoamérica y el Caribe

Observatorio Socio-Pastoral de Movilidad Humana de Mesoamérica y el El Caribe
Pbro. Gustavo Meneses Castro, Costa Rica

Faith in New York
Crystal Walthall, Executive Director
United States

Congregacion De La Mision
Margarito Hernandez A, Sacerdote
Guatemala

Leadership Team of the Felician Sisters of North America
Maryann Mueller, JPIC Coordinator
United States

Sisters of Charity, BVM
LaDonna Manternach, BVM President
United States, Ecuador

The Barbara Ford Peace Center
Sister Virginia Searing, Director of Ministry Relationships for the Sisters of Charity of NY
Guatemala, United States

Caritas de Honduras
Delma Mass, Persona laica, coordinacion de proyecto
Honduras

Festivales solidarios
Lucia Ixchiu
Guatemala, United States, Espafa y diaspora migrante Guatemalteca en Estados Unidos

Misioneros Claretianos
César Espinoza, Presbitero
Guatemala, United States, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, 72 paises del mundo

Alejandro Eliseo Calero Davila
Familia Vicentina
Nicaragua

PICO California
Joseph Toméas Mckellar
United States



Saint Andrew's Episcopal church
Sebastian Vazquez, Laico
United States

St Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church, Albuquerque, NM
Jane McGuire Immigration Ministry Leader
United States

Julio Hernandez, Pastor, United States

Oficina de Justicia, Paz, e Integridad de la Creacion
Hna. Katty Huanuco
United States, Mexico

Hna. Marcela Cundafe, Religiosa Terciaria Capuchina, Mexico

CCVI Migration, Immigration and Refugee Network
Adriana Calzada, ccvi Sister |
United States, Mexico, Perti, Colombia

Alejandro Eliseo Calero Davila, Familia Vicentina

Sisters of IHM Office of Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation
United States, Mexico

St Paul’s Monastery
Mary Kozmik, Associate
United States

Boone United Methodist Church
Rev. Laura Byrch
Guatemala, United States

St. Matthew's Community AME Church in Hollis
Rev. Dr. Kevin D. Miller, Pastor
United States

Pastoral Maya
Hna. Nancy Wellmeier, SNDdeN
United States

RED JESUITA CON MIGRANTES - GUATEMALA
José Luis Gonzalez Miranda SJ, Coordinador RIM
Guatemala

Assumption Sisters Chaparral
Sr Anne Salaun R.A.
United States



Saint Matthew's Episcopal Church
Fr. Vidal Rivas, senior Priest
United States

Congregation Action Network
Elias Johnson, Executive Director
United States

Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque Iowa
Sister Joy Peterson, Promoter of Justice
United States, Bolivia

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, PA

Sister Eileen Marnien Vice President of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of
Chestnut Hill

United States

Capitulo Guatemala de Afiliados Maryknoll
Rosa Beatriz Castaieda, Coordinadora del Capitulo
Guatemala

Ricardo A. Puerta, Investigador independiente de Migracion y Remesas, Honduras

Sector Interreligioso Centinelas por la Dignificacion del Estado
Guatemala

Unidad de Proteccion a Defensoras y Defensores de Derechos Humanos -Guatemala
(UDEFEGUA)

Mision Episcopal de Hospitalidad Nazaret, San Andrés Xe'cul. Franciscanos en la Iglesia
Episcopal

Revdo Fray Gustavo Monzon Escobar, Reverendo

Guatemala



