
 

 

March 28, 2024 

The Honorable Joseph Biden, President 
The White House 
Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
  
The Honorable Kamala Harris, Vice President 
The White House 
Office of the Vice President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500     
 
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
Department of Homeland Security 
2707 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20258-0525    
 

Dear President Biden, Vice President Harris and Secretary Mayorkas: 

Haiti has descended into chaos. As faith leaders from many religious traditions, we write out of 
a deep sense of anguish and solidarity with our Haitian siblings as they confront a devastating 
period of upheaval and violence.  

There is an alternative to anarchy, a path that runs through Haitian civil society. Haitians have 
credible mechanisms to form a coalition government with enough legitimacy to begin restoring 
governance and security to Haiti. Civic, religious, and political leaders are risking their lives to 
negotiate a political accord. Their work is very difficult, but not impossible. They need U.S. 
support, not meddling. 

Rather than repeating the mistake of anointing a new Haitian leader to replace Henry, we urge 
the U.S. and the international community to provide Haitians with the support and space to 
form a transitional government that can unify the country. The U.S. needs to engage without 
dictating, support without setting conditions. Above all, the international community must 
break with the elites who have colluded with gangs to run Haiti into the ground. 
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In keeping with the teachings of our various traditions to act with compassion toward our 
suffering neighbor, we urge you to prioritize the safety, well-being and autonomy of all Haitians 
by taking the following steps: 

1. Undertake intensive consultations with civic, religious, and opposition political leaders and 
organizations in Haiti and the diaspora to hear directly what support they need to establish a 
credible transitional government; 

2. Allow Haitians to tell the U.S. and the international community what they need to restore 
security to their country; do not make U.S. support for a unity government conditional, 
including on accepting the Multinational Security Support Mission; 

3. Speak publicly about the suffering in Haiti and the U.S. commitment to stand with the Haitian 
people and follow their lead in resolving the crisis facing their nation. 

4. Provide increased humanitarian assistance to Haiti, prioritizing Haitian-led organizations and 
initiatives to strengthen Haitian civil society. 

5. Extend and redesignate Haiti for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and halt all deportation 
flights. 

Military intervention without ending U.S. support for corrupt elites who have put their interests 
ahead of the Haitian people will not bring security to Haiti. Foreign forces cannot solve Haiti’s 
political crisis. Only Haitians can. In Haiti, as in other parts of the world, peace can only come 
from addressing the underlying causes of violence. 

At a moment when many people are questioning U.S. foreign policy, asking whether the U.S. is 
committed to protecting civilians from violence, we urge you to stand with the Haitian people 
and not allow their suffering to be swept under the rug. 

Respectfully, 

Bishop Dwayne Royster, Faith in Action 
Fr. John Baumann, SJ, Faith in Action International 
Sr. Rosemarie Abate, Detroit, MI 
Rev. Renée Adams, Tuskegee AL 
Sister Joan Agro, Blauvelt NY 
Rabbi Doug Alpert, Kansas City MO 
Rev. Joseph Amico, Salem MA 
Mrs. Judith Anderson,  San Luis Obispo CA 
Ms. JL Angell, Rescue CA 
Mr. Jairo J Angulo, LOS ANGELES CA 
Fr. John Auther, SJ, Los Altos CA 
Rev Michael Bailey, Tuscaloosa AL 
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Rev. Linda Barnes, Plymouth NH 
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, Palmerton PA 
Rev. Charles Baugh, Catonsville MD 
Rev. Tess Baumberger, Groveland MA 
Fr. MICHAEL BAUSCH, NAPLES, NY 
Rev. Margalie Belizaire, Orlando FL 
Rev. Dr. Andre Bennett, Lynn MA 
Rabbi Allan Berkowitz, Oakland CA 
Rev. Myrna Bernadel-Huey, Alameda CA 
Mrs. Susan Bolduc, Colorado Springs CO 
Rev. Brian Bolton, Harrisonburg VA 
Sr. Carol Boschert, O’Fallon MO 
Elder Kathy Bradley, Lugoff SC 
Rev. Gwendolyn Breaux, Lanett AL 
Ms Linda Breaux-Smith, Oakland CA 
Rev James Brenneman, Berkeley CA 
Ms Sharon Bridgeforth, Denver CO 
Rev. Angela Brown, J.D., San Leandro CA 
Rev Dr Robert Brown Sr, Franklin AL 
Rev Felicia Bruce, Fort Pierce FL 
Ms. Kathryn Burns, Kerrville TX 
The Very Reverend Sean Carroll SJ, Portland OR 
Rev. Tiffany Chaney, Montgomery AL 
The Venerable Catherine Cooke, Burlington VT 
Rev. Jenna Crawford, Marblehead MA 
Church Secretary Lessie Daniel, Union Springs, AL 
Reverend Byron Daniel, Mobile AL 
Sr. Colleen Dauerbach, Philadelphia, PA  
Rabbi Beth D. Davidson, Manchester, NH 
Pastor Errol Davis, Madison AL 
Rev. Clement Davis, Columbus IN 
Rev Alicia Davis, Montgomery AL 
Rev. Steven Davis, Whitehall PA 
The Rev. Fr. Peter De Franco, Toms River NJ 
Min Leader Mary Derbort, Texas Creek CO 
Rev James Deshotel, St Louis MO 
Mrs. Anna Driskill, Liberty MO 
Elder Priestess Taffy Dugan, Santa Rosa CA 
Deacon Carol Duncan, Philadelphia PA 
Rev Mattie Edwards, Opelika AL 
Sr. Irene Ellis, Sparkill NY 
Rev. Dr. Brian Ellis-Gibbs, Queens Village NY 
Dr. Joseph Evans, Berkeley CA 
Rev. Rowan Fairgrove, San Jose CA 
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Rev. Robert Fambrini, SJ, Phoenix AZ 
Rev. Patricia Fears, Washington DC 
Rev. DIEUFORT J Fleurissaint, BOSTON MA 
Rev. James Flynn, Louisville KY 
Rev. Dixie Ford, Hoover AL 
Reverend David Ford, Roselle NJ 
Ms Lillian Franceschini, New York NY 
Rev Karen Fry, Dallas TX 
Bailey Gafeney, Atlanta GA 
Sr. Eileen Gannon, Sparkill NY 
Rev. Francis Gargani, Washington DC 
Reverend Daniel Gbundema, Campbell CA 
Rev. Mary Gear, Olympia WA 
Rev Tom Gerstenlauer, Akron OH 
Pastor Betty Gilbert, Tuskegee AL 
Rev. Kipp Gilmore-Clough, Philadelphia PA 
Reverend James T Golden, Bradenton FL 
Rev. Dr. Cassandra Gould, Washington DC 
The Rev. Jane Gould, Long Beach CA 
Rev. John Gregory-Davis, Meriden NH 
Rev. Susan Gregory-Davis, Meriden NH 
Reverend Fredna Grimmett, Hurtsboro AL 
Sr. Annette Grisley, Oldenburg IN 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Griswold, Davis CA 
Rev. Paul Hagedorn, Philadelphia PA 
Reverend Mae Hall-Clark, Tuskegee AL 
Rev. Lee Hall-Perkins, Clearwater FL 
Rev. Dr. Terry Hamilton-Poore, Birmingham AL 
Rev. Cedric Harmon, Durham NC 
Rev. Thomas Hart, Savannah GA 
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss, Washington DC 
Pastor William Henkel, Secaucus NJ 
Rev. Susan Hernandez, A C 
Reverend Bernadette Hickman-Maynard, Lynn MA 
Presiding Elder Anthony Hill, Denver CO 
Rev. Ian Holland, Swampscott MA 
Reverend Zachary Hoover, Los Angeles CA 
Pastor Jim Hopkins, Oakland CA 
Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, Birmingham AL 
The Rev. Nathan Ives, Salem MA 
Rev. Valtoria Jackson, Montgomery AL 
Rev Kendra Jacobs, Tuscaloosa AL 
Rabbi David Jaffe, Sharon MA 
Bishop Bernadel Jefferson, Flint MI 
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Rev. Dr. Joy Johnson, Sacramento CA 
Rev. Dr. Sharri Johnson, Grandview MO 
Rev Robert Jones, Sacramento CA 
Rev. Alan Jones, Sacramento CA 
Lay Minister Lisa jones, Milwaukee WI 
Rev. Dr. Lauren Jones Mayfield, Louisville KY 
Rev Caroline Kelly, Tuscaloosa AL 
Rev. Dr. Michael King, Philadelphia PA 
Pastor Trevor Kinlock, Hyattsville MD 
Rev. Robert Kippley, Canon City CO 
Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault, Gloucester MA 
Pastor Rick Kremer, Hartford CT 
Ms. Betty Lane, Dover NH 
Sr. Margaret Lanen, Boston MA 
Rev. Cynthia Lapp, Hyattsville MD 
Rev. T Latham, Birmingham AL 
Rev. Joanna Lawrence Shenk, San Francisco CA 
Rev. Phillip Lawson, Richmond CA 
Rabbi David Lazar, Palm Springs CA 
Rabbi Darby Leigh, Concord MA 
Rev Samantha Lioi, Malvern PA 
Rev. Katrina Love, Tuskegee AL 
Mr. Thomas Luce, Berkeley CA 
Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown, Burlington VT 
Rev. Beth Ann Maier, Waterbury VT 
The Rev Dr Marsh Marsh, Wayne PA 
Rev Steve Marshall, Morro Bay CA 
Rev. Laura Martin, Arlington VA 
Rev. Linda McCrae, Indianapolis IN 
Rev. (Retired) Susan McKnight, Barre VT 
Bro. Brian McLauchlin, Epworth IA 
Sister Bonnie McMenamin, Camden NJ 
Sr. Betty McVeigh, Flourtown PA 
Rev. Mark Meeks, Denver CO 
Dr. Bill Mefford, Washington DC 
Rabbi Abby Michaleski, Vineland NJ 
Rev. Jennifer Mihok, Underhill VT 
Rev. Melissa Millis, Fishers IN 
Rev. Kerri Minor, Ft Mitchell AL 
Rev Ray Montgomery, San Jose CA 
Reverend Mozell Moore, Union Spring AL 
Rev. Laurel Morrison, Richmond CA 
Rev. Susan Morrison, Lynn MA 
Member Jean Moses, Oakland CA 
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Pastor Cedric Nelms, Long Beach CA 
Rev. Robert Newells-Newton, Oakland CA 
Rev. Wallace Noble, New Rochelle NY 
Sr. Rose Therese Nolta, Northfield IL 
Mrs. Mary Obaka, San Diego CA 
The Reverend Laura Palmer, Philadelphia PA 
Rev Edward Palumbos, Rochester NY 
Rev. Dr. Joe Parramore, Quincy FL 
Ms Waunita Pettiford, Saginaw MI 
Rev Jacqueline Pinkney, Philadelphia PA 
Rev. Patricia Plude, D.Min., San Francisco CA 
Sr. Noella Poinsette, Oldenburg IN 
Sister Sharon Pollnow, Fond Du Lac WI 
Sister Payticia Pora, Portland ME 
Rev.Dr. Kay Porter, Detroit MI 
Reverend Vertie Powers, Upper Marlboro MD 
Reverend Jenny Pratt, Anderson SC 
Mrs. Diana Praus, Albany NY 
Pastor Stephen Price, Hyattsville MD 
Moreh Miykael Qorbanyahu, Kansas City, MO 
Rev. Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez, Lodi CA 
Pastor Jonny Rashid, Philadelphia PA 
Sister Claire Regan, Bronx NY 
The Rev. Susan Rich, Bay City MI 
Bishop Dr. Raymond Rivera, Bronx NY 
Sr. Diane Roche, Washington DC 
Rev. David Rommereim, Whitefish MT 
Rev. Aqueelah Salome, Snellville GA 
Br. Dennis Schafer, OFM, San Antonio TX 
Rev. Noble Scheepers, Roxbury MA 
Rev Lou Ann Sellers, Tuscaloosa AL 
Rev. Irene Senn, Franksville WI 
Rabbi Drorah Setel, Rochester NY 
Rev. Pete Shaw, Napa CA 
Pastor Karl Shelly, Goshen IN 
Rev. David Sickles, Cleveland OH 
Rabbi Becky Silverstein, Boston MA 
Rev. Harold Simpson,  Montgomery AL 
Sr. Diane Smith, Sherman Oaks CA 
Rev Dr Janice Smith, Monroeville AL 
Mr. Ronald Snyder, San Leandro CA 
Rev. Dr. Lise Sparrow, Westminster West VT 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, West Newton MA 
Rev Rebecca Y Stephens, Allentown PA 
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Reverend Dr. Jo Ann Sumbry, Tuscaloosa AL 
Rev. Jana Sundin, Tempe AZ 
Madrikh Barry Swan, Rochester NY 
Rev David Tatgenhorst, Philadelphia PA 
Rev. Anthony Thames, Evegreen AL 
Pastor Frederick Thompson Mobile AL 
Bishop Andrea Vassell, New Egypt NJ 
Reverend Dr. Mitchell Walker, Sr., Huntsville AL 
Ms. Sheila Ward, San Juan PR 
Rev Arthur Washington Sr., Owens Cross Roads AL 
Mr. Harold Watson, Springfield MO 
Rev. Dr. Wayne Weathers, Jenkintown PA 
Rev. Dr. Dale M. Weatherspoon, Richmond CA 
Rabbi Simkha Y Weintraub, Philadelphia PA 
Rabbi Dr Raysh Weiss, Natick MA 
Sister Nancy Wellmeier, Cincinnati OH 
Rev. Jason Wells, Goffstown NH 
Rev. Heyward Wiggins, Camden NJ 
Rev Carolyn Wilkins, Las Cruces NM 
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson, Medina NY 
Rev. Charles Williams, Birmingham AL 
Elder Todd Womack, Flint MI 
Rev. Bronson Elliott Woods, Atlanta GA 
Rev. Charlene Belsom Zellmer, Bethesda MD 
Rev. Anastassia Zinke, Annapolis MD 


